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A RESOLUTION to honor and congratulate Coach Dick Bess and
the Hillwood High School girls’ basketball team.

WHEREAS, during any given sports season, only a select few, highly gifted teams,

those with tremendous stamina, exceptional determination, the rare ability to make a comeback

when faced with adversity, outstanding ability, excellent coaching, a powerful offense and stingy

defense, are deserving of the notable plaudit “great”; and

WHEREAS, the 1994-1995 Hillwood High School girls’ basketball team has impressed

all who saw them play and is unquestionably deserving of this plaudit; and

WHEREAS, Hillwood first gained favorable recognition when they won the coveted

regular season District 11 AAA title, compiling an unblemished 10-0 record; and

WHEREAS, the Lady Hilltoppers next won the Tennessee Secondary School Athletic

Association District 11 AAA Tournament, electrifying their enthusiastic fans with victories over

Hillsboro 56-27 and Father Ryan 50-45; and

WHEREAS, despite strong competition, this talented team then won the Region 6 AAA

Tournament, beating Maplewood 62-44, Hillsboro 45-40 and Glencliff 45-33 to reach the

substate round; and

WHEREAS, Hillwood compiled an exemplary overall record of 25-4, a winning

percentage of .860; and

WHEREAS, their long list of hoop accomplishments is particularly noteworthy because

there was only one senior on the squad, yet the team played with polish and skill characteristic

of seasoned veterans; and

WHEREAS, Coach Dick Bess and Assistant Coach Janet Estes have carefully molded

the team into championship caliber; and
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WHEREAS, the team has been led by senior Camille Fitzwater, who was chosen second

team All-Midstate, Region 6 AAA Tournament Most Valuable Player and All-District 11 AAA

Tournament; junior Jennifer Szamier, a member of the Region 6 AAA Tournament team and

District 11 AAA Tournament Most Valuable Player; sophomore Desirea Grant, an All-Region 6

AAA Tournament selection and junior Margaret Ballance, an All-District 11 AAA Tournament

choice; and

WHEREAS, each of the other members of the squad, juniors Cheryl Wright and

Domonique Grant; sophomores Darkeysha Jones, Latonya Grant, Stephanie Elizer and Monett

Seay and freshmen Heather Hill, Erica White and Kathryn Baker made significant contributions

to the success the team enjoyed; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that we pause in our deliberations to specially recognize this fine

team; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE CONCURRING, That

we honor and congratulate Coach Dick Bess and the 1994-1995 Hillwood High School girls’

basketball team and wish them well in their future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That appropriate copies of this resolution be prepared for

presentation to the school and to each person named above, with this final clause omitted from

such copies.


